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“The Canadian Federation, as a member of 

the International Federation of Business 
and Professional Women (BPW 

International), develops the professional 
and leadership potential of women in 

Canada through education, awareness, 
advocacy and mentoring within a 

supportive network.”
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Women working for working women
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• A national child care program
• Income equity

– Equitable pensions
– EI benefits for self-employed business-owners
– Pay equity – narrowing the wage gap

• More women in politics
• Freedom from violence & abuse (anti-human trafficki ng)
• Appointment of women to boards and commissions
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• Established in 1930
• Founding member of BPW International
• National convention held every two years
• AGM held in the years between conventions 
• Board members hold office for two-year term
• Clubs submit resolutions for debate on national iss ues 

that affect the entire country
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Leadership Skills                                   
Career Advancement

Personal Development

Local Club
District/Region

Provincial
National

International

Women’s Issues 

Advocacy & Awareness

“A Club You Can Grow With”   

Supportive Networking               
Lasting Friendships



Women’s Issues: 

Advocacy & Awareness
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Striving to shape our world  

• Opportunities to develop a 
deep understanding of 
current issues affecting 
women, through research, 
resolution development 
and debate 

• Influence at United 
Nations as Category One 
Status through our 
International Federation

Canadian Ambassador to the UN, John McNee, BPW Cana da President, 
Doris Hall, Minister for Status of Women, Helena Gu ergis,
Regional Coordinator for North American, Jill Worob ec,

President, BPW Saskatoon, Gerlinde Sarkar



· 

�����)	����������	�����
��
- Meeting with politicians
- Advocating for legislative & policy changes
- Advocating for women in politics
- Resolution process

BPWC Secretary, Sheila Crook, SWC critic NDP, 
Irene Mathyssen, MP and BPWC President Doris Hall

Ontario Minister of Health  Deb Matthews 
and BPWC President Doris Hall



Leadership skills 
Career advancement
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• Leadership opportunities at all levels in 

the organization

BPW Canada Workshops

• Leadership in the 21 st Century
• You Are Worth It, Compensation Pitfalls and Salary 

Negotiation
• Develop leadership skills and career advancement to ols
• Values and respect for a diversity of ideas and cul tures

BPW is a safe training ground for developing 
leadership skills.
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Recipient, Laura 
Noble (centre) with 
BPW Immediate 
Past President, Sue 
Calhoun & BPW 
Germany 4th VP, 
Henrike von Platen
(left), BPW Canada 
President, Doris 
Hall, & BPW London 
President, Carole 
Orchard (right). 



Personal 
Development

��������	0����������

Career Skills Achievement Program – Certificate Prog ram
– Effective Meetings
– Concise Communication for Success
– Gender Equity
– Business Etiquette
– Mentoring
– Time Management

Other Formal: Monthly dinner meetings, guest speakers, special 
events, mentoring,  provincial conferences, nationa l conventions 
and international congresses. Other Informal: Sharing/mentoring 
and learning from a diverse membership comprised of  a wide range 
of occupations and experience.



Supportive Networking                                            
Lasting Friendships
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• BPW is a network that provides support to its membe rs resulting in 
lasting lifelong friendships

• Networking opportunities at the global level (90 pl us countries!)

• Sharing ideas, experiences, working towards a commo n goal

• Cross-section of industries, professions and busine sses 
representing corporate, government, professional an d 
entrepreneurial members.

Networking for Business Success!
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• Young BPW is a special 
network at the global level 
connecting young women and 
providing leadership 
opportunities.

• Opportunities for mentoring

• International YBPW Congress 
every three years (2010 in Las 
Vegas, Nevada)

Young BPW members connect 
with their BPW sisters around 

the world!
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· Mentorship/support
· Voice on women’s issues:

- Different experiences
- Different perspectives
- Learning from past and 

“fresh eyes” approach
- Fun/friendships that lead 

to support beyond your 
personal life and into 
your business life

- Worldwide network
· ���	
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� A club for women without a club in their town/city,  women who travel

� Members come from all parts of Canada

� Women can access the club when time permits, from h ome or office

� Members participates in interactive meetings via MS N or Skype

� Regular communication by e-mail

� BPW Virtual publishes quarterly e-newsletter Newsby tes

� President Crystal Sisson at ��������*9)� ��!��

bpwcanada.com/membership/bpw-virtual-club
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· Founded 1930

· 1st international in Geneva, 
Switzerland in 1930.

· 96 plus countries world-wide

· Consultative Status, Category 1 
with UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC)

· Influence with FAO, UNCTAD, 
UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, ILO, 
UNIFEM

· Supported establishment of 
new entity, UN Women

International President
Freda Miriklis
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· Equal Pay Date
· Women’s 

Empowerment 
Principles

· Business network 
around the world

55th Commission on 
the Status of Women
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BPW Regional Conference for North America
And the Non-Spanish Speaking Countries

Of the Caribbean & Young BPW Conference

Las Vegas, Nevada, September 2010
www.bpw-international.org
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• 2014 Jeju Island, South Korea
• 2017 Cairo, Egypt
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• 2012 London, Ontario
• 2014 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan





Visit BPW websites for up-to-date 
information 

www.bpw-international.org
www.young.bpw-international.org

www.bpwcanada.com
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To form a local club all you need is:
· A belief in equality for all women
· A desire for improvement in the lives of women
· A minimum of 10 members to apply for a charter
· A minimum of 4 members willing to take on a 

leadership role for at least two years
· An exciting program for eight months of the year



JOIN THE CLUB
• Experience  personal 

growth
• Make connections   

around the world
• Have a voice in local,  

Provincial, National
and International
affairs affecting 
women

• Be a part of positive 
changes for working 

women
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· Intent to Join Application
· Membership forms/fees
· Leadership roles
· By-laws
· Charter night (gala event)
· Program for 8 monthly 

meetings
· Promotional materials

Join BPW the Premier
Women’s Club in 

Canada.
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BPW Canada President
2010-2012
Doris Hall


